Case Study Instructions

1. Overview - What you must cover

For this assignment, you will present a case study about the status of a particular language or language variety in the United States. You may select any language or dialect of interest that is spoken in the United States and approved by the professor. You should use both outside references and/or readings from class as the basis of your description and should use a citation style of your choice (APA, MLA, or Chicago Manual of Style) to properly cite sources both in-text and in a reference slide (minimum 6 sources). Your case study should address the following:

1. What is the history of this language or dialect in the United States?
2. Where is the language or dialect currently spoken and/or among which regional/social groups?
3. What have the experiences of the speakers been over time in the United States, and how have social and political factors affected the speakers’ experiences?
4. Discuss 2-3 linguistic properties of the language. Each property must be from a different study of linguistics (e.g. phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, etc.)

2. Group or Individual Presentation Information

The duration of your presentation will be 8-10 minutes, which includes one or two minutes for questions. There are 21 available presentation slots as shown in the example schedule below:


	11/30 (Tues)
	12/2 (Thurs)
	12/7 (Tues)

	1. Pashto
	1. Tigrinya
	1. Uyghur

	2.
	2.
	2.

	3.
	3.
	3.

	4.
	4.
	4.

	5.
	5.
	5.

	6.
	6.
	6.

	7.
	7.
	7.



You can choose to work either individually (7 individual presentations max.) or in a group (2-3 group members). I do encourage you to work in groups as it is a good exercise in collaboration and workload management. To encourage groupwork, I have chosen 3 languages that you may choose to present on if you choose to work in a group. It should take away the stress of choosing group members as well as choosing a language :)

3. Important Dates 

By the end of the day, you or a representative from your group should do the following:

a) Fill out the Google doc on your preferred presentation date with your name or the names of yourself and your group members. You do not need to provide your project topic at this time.

By Thursday (10/28), you or a representative from your group should do the following:

a) Email me a brief project proposal with the following information: the language/dialect you will be covering, why you have chosen this language/dialect (i.e. any special interest it holds for you, what drew your attention to this language/dialect, etc.), and who will be the designated group member(s) to present the project via Collaborate. (This should be someone with a reliable internet connection, microphone/video access, and a device which can share PowerPoint or .pdf files on the platform. For time efficiency reasons, it is advisable that only one group member control the slides, but I encourage multiple group members to speak during the presentation, if possible.)
b) Fill out the Google doc (link provided in the Case Study folder on Blackboard) with the approved topic/title of your presentation. These slots are first come, first serve.

Important note: I do allow more than one presentation on the same language, but the max amount is 3 and each presentation must be done on a separate date. So the sooner you send your proposal, the more the options you have!

You will present your case study in class starting November 30th (PPT or other multimedia tool will be due via email 24 hours before your presentation).




















Case Study Project Rubric 
                                   
	Points Possible
	8-10
	4-7
	0-3

	
Case Study Proposal: 
· Turns in case study proposal on time
· Proposal answers all required components
	

Meets all criteria at high level; clear and thoughtful work


	
Meets some criteria; less clear


	Meets few criteria; unclear

	Points Possible
	26-30
	12-25
	0-10

	
Content:
· Provides a clear picture of the particular language or dialect under investigation.
· Clearly addresses and analyzes:
· The history of the language/dialect in the U.S. context
· Where the language or dialect is currently spoken and/or among which social groups
· The experiences of the speakers over time in the United States, and the ways that sociopolitical factors have affected speakers’ experiences
· 2-3 linguistic properties of the language
	Meets all criteria at high level; clear and thoughtful work


	Meets some criteria; less clear


	Meets few criteria; unclear

	Points Possible
	8-10
	4-7
	0-3

	
Integration of Sources:
· The student effectively incorporates both outside references and/or readings from class as the basis for describing the language under investigation
· The student demonstrates critical engagement with the readings and references and does not simply rehash or summarize what they state but puts readings into conversation with one another.

	Meets all criteria at high level; clear and thoughtful work


	Meets some criteria; less clear


	Meets few criteria; unclear

	Points Possible
	8-10
	4-7
	0-3

	
Mechanics:
· The student uses a citation style (MLA, APA, or Chicago Manual of Style) correctly and consistently throughout the presentation and employs both in-text or oral citations as well as a reference page at the end of the presentation.
· The student has at least 6 sources
· The PowerPoint or slides present content in a visually intuitive manner and have been proofread for neatness and accuracy
	

Meets all criteria at high level; clear and thoughtful work


	
Meets some criteria; less clear


	Meets few criteria; unclear










	Points Possible
	18-20 
	12-16
	0-10

	
Presentation and Design:
· Turns in PPT or other multimedia tool on Blackboard before the Presentation Day by 11:59 PM
· Presentation integrates useful visuals and/or audio to employ creative elements so that the presentation is memorable
	

Meets all criteria at high level; clear and thoughtful work


	
Meets some criteria; less clear


	Meets few criteria; unclear

	Points Possible
	18-20
	12-16
	0-10

	Time and Style:
· Presentation does not go over the allotted time limit per group, nor is it too short 
· The student does not simply read directly from the slides. They have their notes memorized, and it is clear that the speaker(s) practiced a number of times and the presentation is well-rehearsed.
	
Meets all criteria at high level; clear and thoughtful work


	
Meets some criteria; less clear


	Meets few criteria; unclear




Final Score: ____/100
